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the finest trained army the world had ever seen. The Navy had
been at peace for 100 years, and had so much to learn about war
under modern conditions. A school had sprung into existence,
and flourished exceedingly, which concerned itself mainly in the
production and development of materiel in peace-time, and its
preservation in war. I doubt if even now the lessons of the Great
War have been properly learnt, judging by the complacency v/ith
which some of our failures are still regarded by the service
generally.

I had striking proof of the way the enemy viewed our failure
to take action on this occasion.

Not long after the German submarine's determined and well-
executed attack, the New York World published the personal
narrative of Otto Weddigen, Commander of U$. Apparently
he only fired four torpedoes, the first at the Aboukir; evidently it
exploded a magazine and she sank in a few minutes. He said,
" Her crew were brave, and even with death staring them in the
face, they kept to their posts, ready to handle their useless guns,
for I submerged at once. But I stayed on the surface long enough
to see the other cruisers, the Cressy and Hogue, turn and steam
at full speed to their dying sister. . . ." The second torpedo
was fired at the Hogue, she took 20 minutes to sink. " By this
time the third cruiser knew, of course, that the enemy was upon
her, and she sought as best she could to defend herself. She
loosed her torpedo defence batteries, both starboard and port,
and stood her ground, as if more anxious to help the many
sailors in the water, than to save herself." Weddigen then
fired two torpedoes at the Cressy. After the second struck her,
he went on: " Then she careened far over, but all the while
her men stayed at their guns, looking for their nimble foes.
They were brave, true to their country's sea tradition/' He
concluded as follows : " I hoped to entice the enemy, allowing
them now and then a glimpse of me, into a zone in which they
might be exposed to capture or destruction by the German
warships. But although their destroyers saw me plainly at
dusk on the zznd, and made a final effort to stop me, they
abandoned the pursuit, as it was taking them too far from safety,
and needlessly exposing them to attack from our fleet and
submarines."